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WEST CENTRAL FLORIDA RYAN WHITE CARE COUNCIL
WOMEN, INFANT, CHILDREN, YOUTH AND FAMILIES (WICY&F) COMMITTEE
METRO WELLNESS- TAMPA
THURSDAY, MARCH 24, 2016
10:00 A.M. – 11:30 A.M.
MINUTES

	CALL TO ORDER
	The meeting was called to order by Bernard Washington, Chair at 10:14 AM

	ATTENDANCE


	Members Present: , Paula Delgado, , Ingrid Greaves, Janet Kitchen, Guttenburg Pierre Jr., Bernard Washington
Members Absent: Holly Beaver, Brandice Corniveau, Daphne Dieudonne, Fanya Excellent, Mabel Gonzalez, Mary Frances Jones, Marylin Merida, Barbara Szelag, Ayako Watkins, Mona Wright
Guests Present:, Lisa Conder, Loreal Dolar, Lourdes Liorens, 
Grantee Staff Present: None
Lead Agency Staff Present: None
Health Council Staff Present: Julie Gnage, Samantha Church

	CHANGES TO AGENDA
	None at this time. 

	ADOPTION OF MINUTES


	The minutes for February 25, 2016 were held until the April meeting as quorum was not reached.   


	CARE COUNCIL REPORT
	Care Council report was given by ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​support staff.
Aubrey Arnold notified the group that the recipient’s office received a partial new grant award on February 11th for fiscal year (FY) 2016. The office received $5,456,843. The recipient expects to receive the outstanding grant balance by April or May. Demarcus Holden notified the group that Tallahassee has approved Part B’s FY 2016 budget with a 10% increase. Funding increased from $1,989,530 to $2,188,483, which is about a $200,000 increase. 

The Membership Committee recommended removal of Dr. Barry Rodwick due to poor attendance. The motion passed by acclamation. The Planning and Evaluation Committee recommended approval of the Epidemiologic Overview, Care Continuum, Data, and Financial and Human Resources Inventory pieces of the CDC/HRSA Integrated Plan. The pieces were all approved by acclamation. 

Jim Roth notified the group that House Bill 81 and Senate Bill 242, a proposed Miami/Dade needle exchange program, was passed by both the House and Senate and will be sent to the Governor for final approval.
The next Care Council meeting will be held on April 6, 2016.

	REVIEW OF NEEDS, GAPS AND BARRIERS 
	Members discussed various needs, gaps and barriers to assist with the integrated plan section. 
They identified the following: 
· Not being linked to care at hospitals

· Healthcare provider bias

· Lack of staffing, prevention, linkage

· Lack of peer support

· Linked to care, no information being given paper wise to have them go home and read. 

· Health Literacy (Appropriate, Spanish, English, youth and creole, not specifically for women, and where local providers are available.) 

· Geographical differences

· Prenatal care and information on it

· Language (Deleted Words, i.e. Infected and used transmitted or diagnosed instead) (Stigma language) 

· Stigma & internal stigma

· Labeling themselves as being sick, HIV 

· Cultural: HIV is AIDS, no distinction
· Not enough medical providers

· Apts very short due to the amount of time available with the doctor due to the amount of providers 

· Peer lead support groups (issues of funding, stigma, open forum) 

· Provider sharing

· Services exist, but communicating that with the community. 

· Community resource packet

	SPRING EVENT PLANNING
	Members discussed the Spring event. The committee would like to have a night celebrating the arts while providing HIV/AIDS awareness and using this as an event to get feedback of services in the area for Ryan White consumers. The date of the event was selected to be Thursday, May 12th from 5:30 pm to 8:00 pm. They would like to have four or five different performances as entertainment and would like to have it at Metro in Ybor as it is easy to get to for those who may have transportation issues.  

	EVENT COLLABORATION
	Members would like to concentrate on the Spring event and then work on collaboration once the event has been completed. 


	WOMEN/ YOUTH/ CONCERNS/ UPDATS 

Barbara Szelag, Chair explained to all members and guest what the work plan is for this committee and that it will be voted on for the next year in the September meeting. Members discussed barriers of attendance due to transportation for potential new members for the committee. Members also discussed how we are relaying the information of our committees to potential members in the community and the various approaches that are currently used.  

Members were encouraged to review the work plan for discussion at the next committee meeting in September. 


	Members discussed that at the Monthly Care Council meeting that there are not enough support groups for women that are women only and that work well for women who have to work. Janet Kitchen spoke about a group that used to be run by positively you that was a phone in line where a group could meet without having to leave the comfort of their home. She discussed the challenges of it and that it might be the right time to try and open up the phone line again for the community. 
Members also discussed about the treatment issues with linkage to care at the hospitals and the importance of having people that are trained and educated about HIV and compassionate care that are working with patients. 

Members also discussed the recent national statistics that 1 out of every 2 Black men who have sex with men (MSM) with get HIV. Bernard Washington, Chair discussed the importance of routine testing and having places that are welcoming and coming up with solutions to eliminate barriers. 



	COMMUNITY CONCERNS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

	Members were encouraged to sign up and volunteer at the Care Council table at pride. 
There is a new event in DC on April 28th called the Black Women and Girl Caucus. 

The Space at 2106's upcoming production of Elegies for Angles, Punks, and Raging Queens. Each of the monologues presented in the production is written from the perspective of characters who've died from AIDS. The songs represent the feelings of friends and family members dealing with the loss. The play will be going on the weekend of April 15th as well as the weekend of the 22nd. 

	ADJOURNMENT

	The meeting was adjourned at 11:36 AM
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