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WEST CENTRAL FLORIDA RYAN WHITE CARE COUNCIL 
COMMUNITY ADVISORY COMMITTEE

POSITIVELY U – WINTER HAVEN
THURSDAY, MARCH 28, 2019
1:30 P.M. – 3:00P.M.

MINUTES 
	CALL TO ORDER
	The meeting was called to order at 1:45 PM by Vincent Kaborycha, Chair.


	ATTENDANCE


	Members Present: Vincent Kaborycha, Janet Kitchen
Members Absent: Michael Dunn, Darlene Duran, Joyce Johnson, Kamaria Laffrey, Shaquira Robinso

Guests Present: Carly Carden, Evonne Cobbett, Imani Cooper, Connie Falson, Geneva Galloway, Michael Gutierrez-Torres, Katrina Holston, Tiffany Irvis, Martine Nelson
Recipient Staff Present: None
Lead Agency Staff Present: None
Health Councils Staff Present: Katie Scussel


	CHANGES TO AGENDA
	Member Janet Kitchen requested that a “Moment of Inspiration” be added to the agenda after the Care Council report.
  

	ADOPTION OF THE MINUTES
	The minutes for January 24, 2019 and February 28, 2019 were tabled as the committee did not have quorum.


	CARE COUNCIL REPORT
	Before giving the Care Council report, staff gave an overview of the purpose of the Care Council and its committees for all the guests in attendance who had never attended a Care Council meeting before and were unfamiliar with it.
A Part A Capacity Building grant application was submitted by our EMA on January 24, 2019. The grant award is $100,000 with potential for a 1 year renewal, for a total of $200,000. If awarded, this grant money will be used to enhance e2Hillsborough to build a system that will allow for Electronic Health Records (HER) to be directly transmitted to e2Hillsborough for system efficiency. The grant application is currently under review and the Recipient hopes to receive results in April 2019. If awarded, the grant will run from September 2019 – August 2020.

The 2019-2020 Fiscal Year contracts are in place and have been submitted to the Hillsborough Board of County Commissioners to be adopted in the County budget on March 6, 2019.

Aubrey Arnold presented an award to Steve Palermo for his positive impact in quality HIV treatment and care. Aubrey went on to tell Care Council members that Steve is a tremendous resource in the HIV/AIDS community. Steve thanks the Care Council for the award and expressed his passion for working in the field.

Lead Agency staff, Floyd Egner announced that seven Part B contracts will be renewed. These renewals are currently in progress for a total value of $1,707,795. Medical Case Management is the largest single category at $829,129.

Care Council Staff, Naomi Ardjomand-Kermani, interviewed Recipient, Aubrey Arnold as a “refresher” for current Care Council members.

Care Council members reviewed the Part A Expenditure Report and asked questions relevant to specific line items, especially in regards to under- and overspending among funded Counties in the EMA. 


	MOMENT OF INSPIRATION
	Janet Kitchen asked each member and guest to share one positive word. Members shared words such as “hope, joy, community, tranquility, inspiration, etc.”

	CLIENT/ COMMUNITY INPUT
	Members and guests discussed the 2019 HIV Needs Assessment. The survey will be distributed in May and will be available both online and on paper. Service providers will be asked to help distribute the survey and collect responses. Members discussed survey barriers and strategies to reach more people. Members would like to see the state give stipends to people willing to reach out into rural communities and collect responses. 

Members and guests also discussed the 2019 Community Health Needs Survey, which is currently being conducted by the Department of Health and local non-profit hospitals. Members cleared up confusion between the Community Health Needs Survey and the HIV Needs Assessment and also discussed similarities between the two surveys. Members believe the Health Needs Survey asks too many questions and is inaccessible for people with low literacy levels.

Michael Gutierrez-Torres, the HIV/AIDS Program Coordinator from Polk County, noted that Polk County is behind other counites in Florida in terms of the services offered. Michael reported that the health department now has a good working partnership with the new Positively U location and that it is a very needed resource for the community. 

Michael also explained the role of Disease Intervention Specialists (DIS) and Linkage to Care Coordinators. When someone tests positive, the DIS follows up with all positive tests to collect information on their partners and to get them into care. Michael discussed the break downs that can happen in this process when individuals move out of the county or avoid contact.
Members and guests discussed the importance of using the right language during the client’s first encounter with HIV service providers. Members noted that the first interaction can either be empowering or it can be extremely damaging and discourage people from getting into care. Members discussing the term “high risk,” which can be very degrading. It is preferred to say “at risk” or “affected by,” rather than “high risk.”



	PASCO COUNTY MEETING
	With no updates, members agreed to discuss the Pasco County meeting at the next meeting. 

	ANNOUNCEMENTS
	On April 25th from 11:00 AM to 2:00 PM, there will be a community health fair with Simply Healthcare at Positively U in Winter Haven. More information will be available in the next InfoShare.

On May 31st there will be a resource sharing event with the Public Housing Authority at the Palm Place apartments in Winter Haven. More information will be available in the next InfoShare.


	ADJOURNMENT
	There being no further business to come before the committee, the meeting was adjourned at 3:14 PM.
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