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WEST CENTRAL FLORIDA RYAN WHITE CARE COUNCIL 
COMMUNITY ADVISORY COMMITTEE

FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH IN PASCO COUNTY
THURSDAY, JULY 25, 2019
1:30 P.M. – 3:00P.M.

MINUTES 
	CALL TO ORDER
	The meeting was called to order at 1:51 PM by Vincent Kaborycha, Chair.


	ATTENDANCE


	Members Present: Vincent Kaborycha, Janet Kitchen
Members Absent: Joyce Johnson, Kamaria Laffrey
Guests Present: Anthony Fella, Andrew Kitchen, Bobbi Lambert, Hope Sharon Proell
Recipient Staff Present: None
Lead Agency Staff Present: None
Health Councils Staff Present: Katie Scussel


	CHANGES TO AGENDA
	There were no changes to the agenda.   

	ADOPTION OF THE MINUTES
	The minutes for June 27, 2019 were tabled as the committee did not have quorum.


	CARE COUNCIL REPORT
	The Care Council did not meet in July.
Staff and Committee Chair, Vincent Kaborycha, gave an overview of the Care Council and each committee for the guests in attendance. They stressed the importance of the involvement of people living with HIV and encouraged anyone interested to attend meetings and consider joining. Staff explained that all meetings are open to the public and are under the Sunshine Laws, meaning minutes are recorded at each meeting and no side conversations about Care Council business are allowed between members outside of meetings.
Staff also discussed the Rural Issues Committee, a former committee of the Care Council intended to capture the experiences and opinions of people living with HIV in rural areas. The committee was discontinued several years ago due to poor attendance. Clients who might otherwise like to participate in the meetings had transportation difficulties. The committee and is now part of the Community Advisory Committee. 


	MOMENT OF INSPIRATION
	Members Janet Kitchen and Vincent Kaborycha shared a story of helping an individual who was very despondent, not eating, and not taking his medication. Vince contacted Janet for assistance helping this individual and Janet was able to link him to a peer for support. Members discussed the importance of peer relationships for encouragement and combating stigma. 


	CLIENT/ COMMUNITY INPUT
	Members and guests discussed the needs for people living with HIV in Pasco County. Members and guests would like to see more mental health services and medical transportation. Due to the size and remoteness of the county, many clients struggle to make it to their appointments unless they have their own transportation. Public transportation can take several hours and ride-sharing services can be expensive or are seen as unreliable. Others in attendance also stated that they feel the mental health services available within the county are inadequate. 

Members and guests also discussed issues related to patient fatigue, lack of awareness of services, and difficulty navigating the system. All Ryan White services are intended to be access through a client’s case manager. Members and guests reported that some clients may be unaware who their case manager is. Other clients may be confused whether they are receiving services under Ryan White, Medicaid, or private insurance, and therefore are unsure what services they are eligible for. 
On a final note, members and guests stated that they would like to see more peer navigation services within the county and more collaboration between community based organizations and the health department. 



	ANNOUNCEMENTS
	Members and staff discussed the importance of the HIV Care Needs Survey and encouraged those in attendance to fill out the survey. Through this survey, people living with HIV are able to voice what services are more important to them and what services they feel may be lacking. 


	ADJOURNMENT
	There being no further business to come before the committee, the meeting was adjourned at 3:09 PM.
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