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WEST CENTRAL FLORIDA RYAN WHITE CARE COUNCIL 
COMMUNITY ADVISORY COMMITTEE

FRANCIS HOUSE – ANNEX BUILDING
THURSDAY, JANUARY 23, 2020
1:30 P.M. – 3:00P.M.

MINUTES 
	CALL TO ORDER
	The meeting was called to order at 1:40 PM by Vincent Kaborycha, Chair.


	ATTENDANCE


	Members Present: Vincent Kaborycha, Antonio Miles
Members Absent: Kamaria Laffrey, Hope Sharon Proell
Guests Present: Allison Rapp, Christine Santos
Recipient Staff Present: None
Lead Agency Staff Present: None
Health Councils Staff Present: Katie Scussel


	CHANGES TO AGENDA
	There were no changes to the agenda.   

	ADOPTION OF THE MINUTES
	The minutes for June 27, 2019, July 25, 2019, and September 26, 2019, and October 24, 2019 were tabled as the committee did not have quorum.


	CARE COUNCIL REPORT
	The Care Council did not meet in January.


	MOMENT OF INSPIRATION
	Member Antonio Miles shared with the committee that you are your truth. You have the power to define yourself for the world and you are who you say you are. 

	MEETING LOCATION, DATE, AND TIME
	The meeting time, date, and location was tabled as the committee did not have quorum. 
Members present discussed the need for new ideas to get people to the table consistently. Members discussed putting out flyers at Francis House to bring in clients who may be at the facility receiving services. Staff developed a flyer in a previous year and can update it for future meetings so that it can be distributed again. Members noted that it can be difficult to get clients at Francis House to attend the meetings because many clients come in for their appointments and then are ready to leave and won’t stick around for a meeting unless they are already motivated to get involved. 


	ELECTION OF COMMITTEE CHAIR AND CO-CHAIR
	The election of the Committee Chair and Co-Chair was tabled as the committee did not have quorum.



	2019-2020 COMMITTEE WORK PLAN
	Changes to the committee work plan were tabled as the committee did not have quorum. 



	REVIEW RYAN WHITE PART A AND B COVERED SERVICES
	Staff presented a list of all services covered under Ryan White Part A and B in the West Central Florida service area, explained each service category, and explained the differences between Part A and Part B funding. Part B funded a medical transportation contract in Polk, Hardee and Highlands Counties in 2019. The service was available in a limited area and the funding was limited. 
Members raised concerns about medical transportation not being available in other counties. Pasco County, in particular, has issues with transportation. Buses tend to run late and bus stops are uncovered so bus riders are exposed while waiting for the bus in bad weather. Members discussed differences between rural and urban counties. While there is a perception that public transportation is not very good in Pinellas and Hillsborough, it is comparatively much better than some of the outlying counties. Trips that might take an hour in Hillsborough may take twice as much time in Pasco.
Members also discussed the availability of service providers in outlying counties and some of the stigma against going to certain case management agencies. Sometimes heterosexual people don’t want to go to case management appointments at facilities known for providing services to the LGBT population.



	CLIENT/ COMMUNITY INPUT
	Guest Allison Rapp discussed the Ending the Epidemic initiative and her process of developing a planning council for the Ending the Epidemic grant in Hillsborough County. A similar process is also taking place in Pinellas. Hillsborough and Pinellas are among the 48 counties identified as areas hard hit by the HIV epidemic and eligible for funding under phase one of the initiative.
Members asked why funding isn’t also available to outlying counties within these metro areas. The 48 counties were identified by analyzing data on the counties with the highest number of new HIV diagnoses, the states with the heaviest rural HIV burden, and the territorial area now hardest hit. Funding is only available to these areas during phase one of the initiative but there should be more grant opportunities available in the second phase. 
Members asked questions about rates of new diagnoses and the number of people linked to care by county. Staff agreed to bring this data to the next meeting for discussion. 


	ANNOUNCEMENTS
	Staff Katie Scussel announced she will be going on maternity leave starting in late March and returning in late May. Naomi Ardjomand-Kermani will be covering Katie’s committee meetings during her absence. 


	ADJOURNMENT
	There being no further business to come before the committee, the meeting was adjourned at 2:58 PM.
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