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WEST CENTRAL FLORIDA RYAN WHITE CARE COUNCIL
HEALTH SERVICES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
THE CHILDREN’S BOARD OF HILLSBOROUGH COUNTY
THURSDAY, MARCH 20, 2025
1:30 P.M. – 3:00 P.M.

MINUTES

	CALL TO ORDER
	The meeting was called to order by Nikki Kish, chair at 1:30 PM.  


	ATTENDANCE
	Members Present: Nicole Kish, Musammat Rahman, Peggy Wallace

Members Absent: Terry Law

Guests Present: None

Recipient Staff Present: Dorinda Lynn

Lead Agency Staff Present: None

Health Council Staff Present:  Katie Scussel



	CHANGES TO AGENDA
	None



	ADOPTION OF MINUTES

	Members voted to approve the minutes from January 16, 2025 (M: Rahman, S: Wallace).

	CARE COUNCIL REPORT
	Katie Scussel, staff, reported that the Care Council met on March 5, 2025 at Lee Davis Community Center and had quorum. For the Recipient’s report, Aubrey Arnold reported that Part A had started its grant year with a partial award of $2,009,773. Staff are in the midst of closing out the old grant year. The grant should be around 98% spent out by the time all invoices are closed out. Aubrey introduced Ryan White Program 2030, HRSA's new vision for the Ryan White Program, and read a program letter from Dr. Laura Cheever. There is currently a gap in oral health care services in Pinellas County, which Aubrey is working to fill. There have been a number of layoffs at HRSA, however, our project officers for both Part A and EHE have been retained. The Care Council is still working to recruit non-aligned Part A clients for membership. Aubrey asked if anyone knows anyone who may be interested to please reach out.

For the Lead Agency report, Joshua Cardwell reported that there were no new updates from the state on the selection of the statewide fiduciary agent. Joshua said that he has been authorized to extend contracts for federally funded services for one more year. Only Lead Agencies that are county health departments may extend them for a year. Locally, contracts are not eligible for renewal so new contracts will need to be written. 

Staff have purchased new equipment to enhance the hybrid meeting experience. Staff also announced that the HIV Care Needs Survey was supposed to be released in February but is currently being reviewed by the Florida Department of Health’s communications office.

Members reviewed a change to the bylaws that will sit on the table for thirty days and be voted on at the April meeting.
The next Care Council meeting will be on April 2, 2025 at Lee Davis Community Center.

	
	

	ELECTION OF COMMITTEE CHAIR AND CO-CHAIR
	Peggy Wallace and Nicole Kish agreed to switch roles, with Peggy becoming the chair and Nicole becoming the co-chair. 

Members voted to elect Peggy Wallace as chair and Nicole Kish as co-chair (M: Wallace, S: Kish).


	MEETING DATE, TIME, AND LOCATION
	Members discussed the meeting date, time, and location. Members agreed that offering a hybrid option for the meeting might attract more attendance. Members decided to keep the meeting time and location the same.

Members voted to keep the meetings on the third Thursday of the month, every other month, at 1:30 PM and to offer a hybrid option through Zoom (M: Kish, S: Rahman).


	COMMITTEE WORK PLAN
	Members reviewed the committee work plan. Members discussed the Minimum Standards of Care (MSOC) as a work item. The Planning and Evaluation Committee is primarily responsible for updating the MSOC. A few years ago, Planning and Evaluation did a major update to the MSOC to make them more comprehensive and sought feedback from Health Services to help with the process, which is why the MSOC are still on the work plan. Members agree to review the MSOC annually to give feedback to Planning and Evaluation.

Peggy proposed adding a public policy update item to the agenda, since there may be potential impacts to Ryan White, Medicaid, and the healthcare landscape in general with the new federal administration. Members discussed asking someone from The AIDS Institute to attend meetings to give updates from their policy team. Katie said she would reach out to Kim Molnar, who sat on the committee previously. Members agreed to add a public policy update as a standing item on the agenda.

Members discussed a provider survey the committee used to do annually. The survey asked providers about any issues they were seeing or services they were having a hard time getting for patients. Members thought bringing back the survey would be a good way to increase participation in the committee and would give the committee more purpose. Katie said she would be happy to assist with the survey and thought it was a good idea. Dorinda Lynn said she believed the last time the survey was conducted was around 2014. Katie said she would look back through committee files to see what she could find. Members agreed to review the survey in May and to plan to release it over the summer.

Members voted to approve the changes to the work plan (M: Kish, S: Wallace).


	REVIEW PHARMACEUTICAL SPENDING
	Members reviewed the most prescribed drugs and the drugs the Part A program spent the most money on in the 2024-2025 program year for both AIDS Pharmaceutical Assistance (APA) and Emergency Financial Assistance (EFA). APA covers medications not covered under the AIDS Drug Assistance Program (ADAP) or if there are special circumstances. EPA covers medication while clients are in the process of being enrolled in ADAP or in other emergency circumstances. Members noted a lot of medications and supplies related to diabetes and commented how it was different compared to the early days of the epidemic, when it was more common to see prescriptions for Boost and appetite stimulants.


	DICUSS IMPACTS FROM RYAN WHITE ELIGIBILITY CHANGES AND MEDICAID ROLL OFFS
	Peggy commented that she is seeing an increase in issues with Medicaid again with clients being dropped. She reached out to Family Healthcare Foundation, which has navigators to help people with healthcare enrollment. They are advising people to reapply if they are dropped. 



	COMMUNITY INPUT/ ANNOUNCEMENTS

	Tampa Care Clinic will be at Tampa Pride on March 29, 2025. 

	ADJOURNMENT 
	There being no further business to come before the committee, the meeting was adjourned at 2:28 p.m. 
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