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WEST CENTRAL FLORIDA RYAN WHITE CARE COUNCIL
HEALTH SERVICES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
THE CHILDREN’S BOARD OF HILLSBOROUGH COUNTY
THURSDAY, MAY 15, 2025
1:30 P.M. – 3:00 P.M.

MINUTES

	CALL TO ORDER
	The meeting was called to order by Nikki Kish, chair at 1:30 PM.  


	ATTENDANCE
	Members Present: Chase Barrs, Nicole Kish (virtual)

Members Absent: Terry Law, Peggy Wallace

Guests Present: Donna Sabatino (virtual)

Recipient Staff Present: None

Lead Agency Staff Present: None

Health Council Staff Present:  Katie Scussel



	CHANGES TO AGENDA
	None



	ADOPTION OF MINUTES

	Members voted to approve the minutes from March 20, 2025 (M: Kish, S: Barrs).

	CARE COUNCIL REPORT
	Katie Scussel, staff, reported that the Care Council met on May 7, 2025 and had quorum. Staff provided a refresher training on the Care Council and the Ryan White program. For the Part A report, Aubrey Arnold reported that Part A still has not received its full award. We may receive another partial award before receiving the full award. The 2024-2025 fiscal year has been closed out with $59,138 left on the table, which means 99% of the grant was spent. Hillsborough County has hired a new contract manager, Amanda Bruno, to fill in MT’s position. There will be a Medical Case Management training on June 24th on Zoom. The statewide needs assessment survey is still not ready to be released by the Florida Department of Health, so the committee will need to discuss whether the local area should do its own survey. For the Part B report, Nicole Houston reported that despite the delay, all but one contract have been successfully executed for the new grant year. There have been no updates on whether a statewide fiduciary agent has been selected. The next Florida Comprehensive Planning Network (FCPN) meeting will likely be postponed. There will be a Pinellas Ending the HIV Epidemic (EHE) meeting on May 22nd at EPIC in St. Pete.

Planning Council Staff presented the all committee work plan and work product schedule. Members voted to approve the Service Priorities and voted in two new members, one who is a client and one who represents the State Medicaid Agency.

The next Care Council meeting will be on June 4, 2025, at Lee Davis Community Center.      

	
	

	PUBLIC POLICY REPORT
	Donna Sabatino from The AIDS Institute presented a public policy report. At the time of the report, the most pressing issue at the state level was the need to pass a balanced budget. If the legislature is unable to pass a budget, there may be a government shutdown at the state level, like what we’ve seen at the federal level. Florida is the #1 state for income migration, with 800 new residents moving to Florida each day. 

Donna reviewed some recent bills that either passed or did not pass. Most relevant to HIV is that the FOCUS program will not receive any additional funding from the state this year. FOCUS is a public health initiative launched by the Florida Department of Health in collaboration with Gilead Sciences that facilitates routine, opt‑out screenings in emergency departments and other settings to identify HIV, Hepatitis C, and syphilis. Its intent is to improve early diagnosis and linkage to care across underserved communities. Overall just 13% of bill passed, which was 255 bills. Several potentially detrimental bills did not pass, including the parental rights bill that would have prevented adolescents ages 13-17 from receiving any treatment without parental consent, which includes treatment for STIs, birth control, and the suicide hotline. Bills relating to firearms purchasing, education, and child labor also did not pass.’

Donna discussed potential cuts coming to Medicaid. Currently, about 40% of people with HIV are on Medicaid. 

Donna said she would send out the slides from her report after the meeting.


	PROVIDER SURVEY
	Katie gave a background on the survey to Chase Barrs, who is new to the committee. The provider survey used to be conducted annually by the Health Services Advisory Committee to assess issues happening at the provider level, such as difficulty referring to specialty care or other gaps in care. The survey has not been conducted since 2014. The committee has discussed bringing it back, to encourage more interest in the committee and to gain more feedback from providers. 

Nicole Kish suggested holding off on a draft of the survey until the next meeting, since Peggy Wallace was not present. Members discussed also looking at HRSA requirements, such as syphilis screenings, to determine which questions might be most relevant to ask. 


	COMMUNITY INPUT/ ANNOUNCEMENTS

	Nicole announced that Lakeland Pride was coming up, as well as National HIV Testing Day.
Chase announced that the next Community HIV Advisory Group (CHAG) meeting was on the last Tuesday of the month.

	ADJOURNMENT 
	There being no further business to come before the committee, the meeting was adjourned at 2:13 p.m. 
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