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WEST CENTRAL FLORIDA RYAN WHITE CARE COUNCIL
HEALTH SERVICES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
THE CHILDREN’S BOARD OF HILLSBOROUGH COUNTY
THURSDAY, JULY 17, 2025
1:30 P.M. – 3:00 P.M.

MINUTES

	CALL TO ORDER
	The meeting was called to order by Peggy Wallace, chair at 1:35 PM.  


	ATTENDANCE
	Members Present: Nicole Kish (virtual), Peggy Wallace

Members Absent: Chase Barrs, Terry Law

Guests Present: None

Recipient Staff Present: Dorinda Lynn

Lead Agency Staff Present: None

Suncoast Health Council Staff Present:  Abigail Dees (virtual), Katie Scussel



	CHANGES TO AGENDA
	None



	ADOPTION OF MINUTES

	Members voted to approve the minutes from May 15, 2025 (M: Wallace, S: Kish).

	CARE COUNCIL REPORT
	Katie Scussel, staff, reported that the Care Council met on July 2, 2025 at Lee Davis Community Resource Center. For the Part A report, Aubrey Arnold reported that Hillsborough County is still waiting to receive the full Part A award. We have received two partial awards so far. Part B reported that they have not received their full award yet either. The Pinellas County Health Department will be getting an Ending the HIV Epidemic (EHE) award, but it is not yet certain how much the award will be. Joshua Cardwell also reported that all contracts for federally funded services have been executed. Contracts for state funded services are in process. HOPWA received their award for the next fiscal year, beginning in October, and received a small decrease that will be able to be absorbed by one provider, who is not expected to spend as much as originally planned. The local area continues to wait for an update from the state on when the Needs Assessment Survey will be ready to be released.

Members reviewed the Part B expenditure reports and the quarterly Quality Management performance measures.

The Florida Comprehensive Planning Network (FCPN) will be meeting the first week of August. 

The Care Council will not meet in August. The next Care Council meeting will be on September 3, 2025, at Lee Davis Community Center.  

	
	

	PLAN PROVIDER SURVEY
	Peggy Wallace said that she had reviewed the minutes from the previous meeting and saw that the previous survey was reviewed, but that the committee hadn’t made any movements on a new survey yet. The last survey seemed to cover what services providers offer and what their needs are. There was also a lot of focus on discrepancies between urban and rural providers and whether providers were providing anal pap smears Peggy said that there was an effort from HRSA years ago to increase anal pap smears but that there are more clear standards now on who should be screened. 

Katie mentioned that as part of the statewide HIV Care Needs Survey effort, the Needs Assessment Committee would be releasing a Needs Assessment Tool Kit for guidance on producing needs assessments. The final document has not yet been released, but the draft included gathering information on provider capacity through a provider survey. The recommendation is that the provider survey include types of services provided, geographic location, hours of operation, current caseload, maximum caseload, resources including funding and personnel and ability to increase resources. 

Peggy said that there can be issues with access to certain medications and treatments, for example certain treatments for syphilis can be hard to get for her patients because they are often reserved for pregnant women and other high-risk groups. It would be good for the survey to ask about access issues, as well as what providers are seeing in terms of new infections coming through the door.

Katie said she would develop a draft for the committee to review in September. She asked who the committee thought the audience should be, medical providers or providers for all Ryan White services? Members said that they believed the last survey only went to clinics and that most of the questions are geared more towards medical providers. 



	PUBLIC POLICY REPORT
	Peggy said that she had read the minutes from the May meeting, covering Donna Sabatino from The AIDS Institute’s public policy presentation. Since that meeting, the One Big Beautiful Bill was passed. The bill is expected to cause widespread changes to Medicaid, with many people losing coverage. Peggy commented about the work requirement for able-bodied people, saying that as a provider it will put her in a difficult position having to certify whether or not patients are able to work. 

Members said they would like further public policy updates. Katie said she would reach out to Donna to see if she could attend the September meeting as well.



	COMMUNITY INPUT/ ANNOUNCEMENTS

	Nikki reported that the Polk County Health Department was involved in multiple testing events in June, including National HIV Testing Day and Lakeland Pride, and that all went well despite the heat.
Peggy said that her clinic just hired a new registered nurse, after being short staffed for the last 4-6 weeks. She shared that since the clinic has a lot of young staff who were not around during the AIDS crisis of the 1980s and early 90s, they have started hosting a staff movie night every other month as a way to educate staff about the history of HIV. They will be watching Common Threads later this month. Members and staff talked about other important films and documentaries, including And the Band Played On, How to Survive a Plague, 5B, etc. 


	ADJOURNMENT 
	There being no further business to come before the committee, the meeting was adjourned at 2:08 p.m. 
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