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WEST CENTRAL FLORIDA RYAN WHITE CARE COUNCIL
HEALTH SERVICES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
THE CHILDREN’S BOARD OF HILLSBOROUGH COUNTY
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 18, 2025
1:30 P.M. – 3:00 P.M.

MINUTES

	CALL TO ORDER
	The meeting was called to order by Peggy Wallace, chair at 1:31 PM.  


	ATTENDANCE
	Members Present: Nicole Kish (virtual), Terry Law (virtual), Peggy Wallace

Members Absent: Chase Barrs

Guests Present: Brenda Gordon (virtual), Jackie Castro

Recipient Staff Present: Amanda Bruno (virtual), Dorinda Lynn

Lead Agency Staff Present: None

Suncoast Health Council Staff Present:  Abigail Dees (virtual), Katie Scussel



	CHANGES TO AGENDA
	None



	ADOPTION OF MINUTES

	Members voted to approve the minutes from July 17, 2025 (M: Wallace, S: Kish).

	CARE COUNCIL REPORT
	Katie Scussel, staff, reported that the Care Council met on September 3, 2025, at Lee Davis Community Center. The Part A Recipient reported that they have received their full grant award for this year in the amount of $10,650,266 which is a 1.4% decrease from the previous year. This decrease in funding will be able to be absorbed within the administrative budget and one service category that has had issues with spending. Services should not be harmed. Hillsborough County also received its Ending the HIV Epidemic (EHE) award, which also was slightly less than the previous year. There was a provider meeting held at the end of August. The next one will be in November or December. For the Part B report, Joshua Cardwell reported that the Florida Department of Health in Pinellas had received a new EHE award and will be restarting their quarterly meetings. Shane Smith was hired as the new EHE coordinator. The Lead Agency has not received its full Part B allocations from the state, but Joshua expects level funding through the end of the year. The HOPWA program received its grant award for the next year. For Care Council business, three members were voted out due to non-attendance. 

The next Care Council meeting will be on October 1, 2025 at 1:30 pm at Lee Davis Community Center.


	
	

	PUBLIC POLICY REPORT
	Katie reached out to The AIDS Institute, but no staff members were available to attend the meeting. 

Peggy reported that COVID vaccines are currently difficult to access. Right now, the vaccines are only available to those over 65 or that have a qualifying condition. She has seen people with HIV turned away at the pharmacy if they don’t have a prescription from their provider. Peggy reported that the CDC’s Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP) was currently meeting and that it is anticipated that there will be changes coming to the vaccine schedule. There is speculation that the Hepatitis B vaccine will no longer be recommended for newborns and that the committee will recommend the MMR vaccine be split up. 

Peggy also reported that she is waiting to see what will happen if Congress fails to extend the enhanced subsidies for health insurance premiums. As premiums increase, many people may fall off their plans and no longer be insured.

Tampa Care Clinic receives a small Part D award. Peggy said that this year they were only given 50% of their award and that the Family AIDS Network (FAN) Program was under review. After a six-week delay, they did finally receive their full award, but there was no explanation for the delay.

Jackie Castro from the ADAP office reported that she will be attending a meeting with Department of Health staff in Tallahassee in October to see what will be happening with Marketplace plans this year as the expanded subsidies expire.


	PLAN PROVIDER SURVEY
	Katie presented a draft of the provider survey. Members reviewed the survey and suggested edits, adding PrEP and rapid testing to the list of services each clinic may provide and asking about difficulty collecting clients to ADAP and case management. 

Brenda Gordon asked who the survey will be going out to. The survey will be sent to Ryan White-funded Outpatient Ambulator Health Service providers. Peggy answered that she would like to see responses from providers at all levels. 

The next meeting will be on November 20th. Katie agreed to get the survey out as quickly as possible and present the results at the next meeting. 



	COMMUNITY INPUT/ ANNOUNCEMENTS

	Dorinda Lynn reported that Part A has received a few requests recently for items that Part A has not dealt with in the past, such as mammograms and colonoscopies. They reached out to their HRSA project officer for guidance and were advised to get in touch with the area’s AIDS Education and Training Center (AETC). Hillsborough County will be scheduling a provider meeting within the next two months facilitated by the AETC to make decisions on which tests should be covered under Ryan White locally. Dorinda said she will be in touch with providers to set a date. She also said that the Health Services Advisory Committee should be included.


	ADJOURNMENT 
	There being no further business to come before the committee, the meeting was adjourned at 2:20 p.m. 
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