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WEST CENTRAL FLORIDA RYAN WHITE CARE COUNCIL
PLANNING AND EVALUATION MEETING
EMPATH HEALTH – ST. PETE
THURSDAY, APRIL 9, 2026
9:30 A.M. – 11:00 A.M.

MINUTES

	CALL TO ORDER
	The meeting was called to order by Sheryl Hoolsema, chair at 9:42 a.m.


	ATTENDANCE
	Members Present: Nolan Finn, Sheryl Hoolsema, Angela Kellogg, Nicole Kish (virtual), Jeffrey Lluberes, Marylin Merida (virtual), Gina Puglisi 

Members Absent: Allyson Jones

Guests Present: None

Recipient Staff Present: Amanda Bruno (virtual), Dorinda Lynn

Lead Agency Staff Present: Husniyah McNeil

Suncoast Health Council Staff Present: Abigail Dees (virtual), Katie Scussel



	CHANGES TO AGENDA
	There were no changes to the agenda.



	ADOPTION OF MINUTES
	Members reviewed the minutes from February 12, 2026 and March 12, 2026.

Members voted to approve the minutes from February 12, 2026 and March 12, 2026 (M: Kellogg, S: Finn).



	CARE COUNCIL REPORT
	Nolan Finn reported that the Care Council met on April 1, 2026 at the Florida Department of Health State Lab. The Care Council chair reported on two successful town hall meetings with 22 virtual attendees and 14 attendees in Pasco. Nolan said that Aubrey has been released from the hospital following his open-heart surgery and is doing well. The Lead Agency reported that a new grants manager will be starting on April 10th. The governor has signed a stop gap funding bill to return the ADAP program eligibility to 400% of federal poverty level (FPL) through the end of the state fiscal year, which ends in June. It is uncertain what will happen in July. The Standards, Issues, and Operations Committee (SIOC) approved the Service Caps and Limits recommended by P&E and the reallocations recommended by the Resource Prioritization and Allocation Recommendations Committee (RPARC). The Care Council also reviewed changes to the bylaws and Quality Management (QM) performance measures. There is an open call for nominations to the Florida Comprehensive Planning Network (FCPN) and several at-large seats are open.

The Care Council will not meet in May. The next meeting will be on June 3, 2026 at Lee Davis Community Resource Center. 

                                                                     

	ELECTION OF CHAIR AND CO-CHAIR

	Gina Puglisi nominated Sheryl Hoolsema to continue as chair and Nolan Finn to continue as co-chair. Sheryl and Nolan accepted the nominations.
Members voted to elect Sheryl Hoolsema as committee chair and Nolan Finn as co-chair (M: Puglisi, S: Kellogg).


	MEETING DATE, TIME, AND LOCATION
	Members discussed the meeting date, time, and location and agreed that the current location and schedule work well.
Members voted to continue meeting on the second Thursday of the month at 9:30 am at EPIC in St. Pete (M: Hoolsema, S: Finn).


	COMMITTEE WORK PLAN
	Members reviewed the committee work plan, discussing the timing for several work items. The Service Priorities have been updated at different times during the year for the last several years. Last year the committee recommended two years’ worth of priorities so that the committee is working ahead towards the next year, rather than setting priorities during the same funding year. Members agreed to review the priorities in September, when there is more information on changes to the ADAP program. Dorinda Lynn mentioned possibly needing to do another needs assessment survey around this time. Members also updated wording on monitoring changes to the Affordable Care Act (ACA) and ADAP and discussed adding a monthly recurring agenda item.
Members discussed the timing of reviewing Ending the HIV Epidemic (EHE) monitoring data. Amanda Bruno said that the report is done and can be sent at any time. Members decided to review the report in June, since the committee will need to focus on the Integrated Plan in May. Members also discussed reviewing the Minimum Standards of Care in July.
Members voted to approve the 2026-2027 committee work plan with the changes discussed (M: Finn, S: Lluberes).


	INTEGRATED PLAN SECTION IV
	Staff, Katie Scussel, presented the draft of Integrated Plan Section IV, which is the Situational Analysis. Katie reviewed the identified needs for each of the four pillars: diagnose, treat, prevent, and respond. Members made suggestions for edits and suggested running the prevention section by colleagues working in prevention. Angela suggested having Chris Gudis from Metro review this section.


	COMMUNITY INPUT/
ANNOUNCEMENTS
	Sheryl announced that Dining Out for Life will be coming up on April 23rd. Participating restaurants can be found at diningoutforlife.org. Sheryl will be at Comfort Café.
Sheryl also announced that EPIC had received a large donation of potatoes, melon, and squash and encouraged members and staff to take some.
Husniyah McNeil announced that a new grants manager will be starting on April 10th, filling Joshua Cardwell’s old position.

	ADJOURNMENT 
	There being no further business to come before the committee, the meeting was adjourned at 11:00 a.m.
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