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WEST CENTRAL FLORIDA RYAN WHITE CARE COUNCIL
LEE DAVIS COMMUNITY RESOURCE CENTER
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 3, 2026
1:30 P.M. – 3:30 P.M.

MINUTES

	CALL TO ORDER
	The meeting of the Ryan White Care Council was called to order by E.S. Myles, chair, at 1:40 p.m.

	ROLL CALL, INTRODUCTIONS, AND ICE-BREAKER
	As an icebreaker, Myles asked members to share something to celebrate from the past year, a success or something that brings them hope.

	CHANGES TO AGENDA
	There were no changes to the agenda.


	MOMENT OF SILENCE
	Myles led everyone through a moment of silence in honor of those we've lost and those affected by HIV.

	ADOPTION OF MINUTES
	Members reviewed the minutes for the April 1, 2026 meeting.
The meeting minutes from April 1, 2026 were approved (M: Molnar, S: Merida) (14 yes, 0 no, 0 abstain).

	CHAIR/VICE CHAIR’S REPORT
	There was no chair or vice chair report shared. 

	RECIPIENT’S REPORT
	Aubrey Arnold shared that Hillsborough County has received its full Ryan White Part A and Ending the HIV Epidemic (EHE) grant awards. The Part A program was funded at $10,979,710 which was an increase of approximately $329,000 from the previous year. The EHE award was $2,725,757 which was an increase of approximately $309,000 from the previous year. The Tampa-St. Petersburg EMA was the only area in Florida and one of only seven jurisdictions nationally to receive an increase in EHE funding. Aubrey that the EMA has consistently demonstrated its ability to fully expend grant funds each year.
Aubrey also provided an update on the recent ADAP changes. He shared that the situation has largely stabilized following the special legislative session, during which the Florida legislature allocated $75 million to fully fund ADAP. Biktarvy has been restored to the ADAP formulary and the eligibility criteria is back to 400% federal poverty level (FPL). The only component that has not been restored is health insurance premium assistance. There is also now an annual cap on how many clients the program may serve, which may have impacts down the road. 
Aubrey noted that the state of Missouri has cut their Part B program drastically at the state level, as well as cutting ADAP. He offered these updates as a reminder of the current political climate.
Aubrey recognized Katie Scussel for her work on the Integrated Plan. He also announced that Amanda Bruno was selected to attend the national EHE conference in Louisville.
Members welcomed Aubrey back after his medical leave.

	LEAD AGENCY REPORT
	Alix Winston shared that the Florida Department of Health in Pinellas is working on a shared services agreement with the Hillsborough County DOH pharmacy to be able to provide medications for clients in Area 14 (Polk, Hardee, and Highlands). The Lead Agency is currently working on spending down the budget. Approximately 33% of the federal funds and 31% of state funds remain.


	HOPWA REPORT
	Anne Cronyn reported that during her last update, she shared that she was waiting to receive the city’s allocation from the Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD). She has since received the award, which was just over $3.8 million, a 28% decrease from the previous award. She did not receive any explanation for the decrease. She then heard that the City of St. Petersburg had received an award amount similar to the amount the Tampa allocation had been reduced by. Anne explained that this put the City in a difficult position because they had already completed their Request for Applications (RFA) process and took applications for all four counties, including Pinellas. Anne participated in a technical assistance call with HUD and has been communicating with Avery Slyker with the City of St. Pete so that they can create a plan. Several options are being explored in order to avoid disruption of services. Anne said that she hopes to have more information by the next meeting.


	CARE COUNCIL PLANNING STAFF REPORT
	Katie Scussel, staff, reported Suncoast Health Council has hired a new Ryan White Health Planner and that she will be starting on Monday, June 15th. 

	GUEST PRESENTATION
	Dr. Carina Rodriguez, Division Chief of Pediatric Infectious Diseases at the University of South Florida (USF), gave a presentation on USF’s pediatric, adolescent, and young adult HIV program.


	COMMITTEE/WORKGROUP REPORTS
	A. Planning and Evaluation Committee (P&E) -- Nolan Finn, Committee Co-Chair
Nolan Finn welcomed Aubrey back and thanked him for his update regarding ADAP. Nolan also thanked Katie for her work on the 2027-2031 Integrated Prevention and Care Plan. Katie reviewed the plan, focusing on the goals and objectives section. Katie noted two items she changed following the P&E meeting, including adding an objective around meaningful involvement of people with HIV and adding key activities related to ensuring dental services are available. 
Background

The Eligible Metropolitan Area (EMA) is currently working on the CDC/HRSA Integrated HIV Prevention and Care Plan for CY 2027-2031, which is due to HRSA and the CDC on June 30, 2026. The plan has been developed through collaboration among community stakeholders including people with HIV. Each section of the plan was presented to the Planning and Evaluation Committee for feedback and approval. After approval of the plan by the Care Council, the Care Council chair will sign either a letter of concurrence or a letter of concurrence with reservations to be submitted to the CDC and HRSA along with the plan.

Action Required

THAT THE CARE COUNCIL ADOPT THE 2027-2031 INTEGRATED PLAN AND APPROVES THE SIGNING OF A LETTER OF CONCURRENCE 

Members voted to approve the Integrated Prevention and Care Plan (M: Finn, S: Molnar) (14 yes, 0 no, 0 abstain).
Planning and Evaluation will not meet in June. The next meeting will be on July 9, 2026 at EPIC in St. Pete.
B. Resource Prioritization and Allocation Recommendations Committee (RPARC) – Nolan Finn, Committee Chair
RPARC did not meet in June. Their next meeting will be on June 11, 2026 at EPIC in St. Pete. The committee will be reviewing Part A reallocations.
C. Membership and Community Outreach – Anne Cronyn, Committee Chair
Anne Cronyn presented proposed bylaw revisions, which were reviewed at the last Care Council meeting in April. 
Background
The Membership and Community Outreach Committee conducts a regular review of the bylaws for updates/changes. In keeping with our adopted bylaws, the proposed bylaw revision was provided for a 30-day review at the April Care Council meeting. 
Revisions are on pages 16-21. Please note that the deletions within the bylaws are struck through. Additions to the bylaws are Underlined.
Action Required
THAT THE CARE COUNCIL ADOPT THE PROPOSED CHANGES TO THE BYLAWS
Members voted to approve the proposed changes to the bylaws (M: Cronyn, S: Williams) (14 yes, 0 no, 0 abstain).
Anne then presented two nominations for associate membership.
Background

The Membership Committee has reviewed the associate membership application of Cheri Mitchell. She is being recommended for associate membership on the Care Council based on her application and her experience.

Action Required

The Committee recommends that the Care Council members adopt the following recommendation:

THAT THE COUNCIL ACCEPTS THE NOMINATION OF CHERI MITCHELL AS AN ASSOCIATE MEMBER REPRESENTING HILLSBOROUGH COUNTY.
Members voted to approve Cheri Mitchell as an associate member (M: Cronyn, S: Williams) (14 yes, 0 no, 0 abstain).

Background

The Membership Committee has reviewed the associate membership application of Nataliya Johnson. She is being recommended for associate membership on the Care Council based on her application and her previous involvement with the Care Council.


Action Required

The Committee recommends that the Care Council members adopt the following recommendation:

THAT THE COUNCIL ACCEPTS THE NOMINATION OF NATALIYA JOHNSON AS AN ASSOCIATE MEMBER REPRESENTING HILLSBOROUGH COUNTY. 
Members voted to approve Nataliya Johnson as an associate member (M: Cronyn, S: Merida) (14 yes, 0 no, 0 abstain).
The next Membership and Community Outreach Committee meeting will be on June 9, 2026 at Lee Davis Community Center.
D. Health Services Advisory Committee – Chase Barrs, Committee Chair
Health Services Advisory Committee met on May 21, 2026. Dr Leslie Betts, pharmacy director for the Hillsborough County DOH pharmacy, attended the meeting and advised the committee on some over-the-counter items that she believed should be added back to the Local Pharmacy Assistance Program (LPAP) formulary. Chase presented the motion:
Background

In February 2026, amid ongoing changes to the Florida ADAP, the Care Council voted to remove over-the-counter drugs and medical supplies from the Part A Local Pharmacy Assistance Program (LPAP) starting March 1, 2026. This measure was intended to save costs in a time of great uncertainty. In May 2026, the Health Services Advisory Committee met with the lead pharmacist of the Hillsborough County Health Department, the local LPAP provider. The pharmacist recommended a list of over-the-counter drugs and supplies that she believed were critically important for Ryan White clients that do not currently generate excessive costs for the LPAP. The Health Services Advisory Committee is recommending that the Care Council add these items back onto the local formulary.


Action Required

THAT THE CARE COUNCIL APPROVE THE FOLLOWING ITEMS TO BE ADDED BACK TO THE PART A LOCAL PHARMACY ASSISTANCE PROGRAM (LPAP) FORMULARY:

VITAMIN D3 WITH CALCIUM
VITAMIN D3/K2
DIABETIC SUPPLIES, INCLUDING TEST STRIPS, LANCETS, ALCOHOL SWABS, AND SYRINGES 
Members discussed the motion. Aubrey added that so far, pharmacy expenditures for this budget year have been very low. Chase noted that Leslie runs a very tight ship and is very strict about only using Ryan White funds as a very last resort. He also stated that the pharmacy would be very aggressive about getting prior authorizations whenever possible. Candace Lewis confirmed that Leslie is very conservative with pharmacy spending. She then asked about whether Biktarvy needed to be added back to the formulary, now that ADAP is covering it again. After reviewing past meeting materials, members confirmed that Biktarvy was never formally removed from the local formulary. The motion was to follow the ADAP formulary and the caps and limits were adjusted to place limits on clients accessing brand name drugs.
Members voted to approve the following items to be added back to the Part A Local Pharmacy Assistance Program (LPAP) formulary: vitamin D3 with calcium, Vitamin D3/K2, and diabetic supplies (M: Barrs, S: Molnar) (14 yes, 0 no, 0 abstain).
The next HSAC meeting will be on June 18, 2026 at the Children’s Board of Hillsborough County.
E. Women, Infants, Children, Youth, and Families (WICY&F) Work Group – Katie Scussel, Staff
WICY&F was scheduled to meet on May 28, 2026 but only had two members in attendance. The group has been unable to update their workplan for the year, due to lack of regular attendance. Katie said that she reviewed attendance and noted that there has not been a meeting with robust participation since September. Katie said that the Care Council will need to make a decision going forward if they want to continue with this group and to strategize how to generate more interest. Members discussed trying to schedule the meeting concurrently with the FAN meeting, which was suggested at a previous meeting. Katie will follow up with Marylin to discuss the timing of the FAN meeting.
The next WICY&F meeting is scheduled for July 23, 2026 on Zoom. Staff will send out an announcement if the meeting is rescheduled.


	COMMUNITY INPUT
	There was no community input shared.

	PREVENTION ACTIVITIES/QUALITY MANAGEMENT
	There were no prevention or quality management updates shared.

	PUBLIC POLICY REPORT
	There was no public policy report shared.

	ANNOUNCEMENTS
	Myles announced several upcoming events that the Hillsborough County Planning Committee is working on. On July 21st there will be a testing event for Zero HIV Stigma Day at the Hope Center. The committee is also in the process of planning a day party for Southern HIV Awareness Day at Casa V in Ybor on August 23rd. The committee is also beginning their planning for World AIDS Day.
Nolan mentioned that the most recent Florida Comprehensive Planning Network (FCPN) meeting was abruptly canceled with not explanation from DOH.
Nolan also shared that he is on a community advisory board with CAN and Moffett for people with HIV who have experienced cancer. The group had a successful first meeting. Kevin Williams said he was interested in being involved. 
The Care Council will meet in July. The meeting falls on July 1st, so does not conflict with the July 4th holiday. The Care Council will not meet in August. Several staff and members will be in Washington, D.C. for the National Ryan White Conference August 4th through August 7th.

	ADJOURNMENT
	With no further business to come before the Care Council, the meeting was adjourned at 3:25 p.m.  

	Note:   A recording of the meeting is available by request
	For further details about this Care Council meeting, please visit thecarecouncil.org to access meeting minutes and handouts. 
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