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WEST CENTRAL FLORIDA RYAN WHITE CARE COUNCIL
PLANNING AND EVALUATION MEETING
EMPATH HEALTH – ST. PETE
THURSDAY, MAY 18, 2026
9:30 A.M. – 11:00 A.M.

MINUTES

	CALL TO ORDER
	The meeting was called to order by Sheryl Hoolsema, chair at 12:33 p.m.


	ATTENDANCE
	Members Present: Nolan Finn, Sheryl Hoolsema, Allyson Jones, Jeffrey Lluberes (virtual)

Members Absent: Nicole Kish, Marylin Merida

Guests Present: None

Recipient Staff Present: Dorinda Lynn

Lead Agency Staff Present: Dedra Richardson, Alix Winston

Suncoast Health Council Staff Present: Katie Scussel



	CHANGES TO AGENDA
	There were no changes to the agenda.



	ADOPTION OF MINUTES
	Members voted to approve the minutes from April 9, 2026  (M: Finn, S: Jones).



	CARE COUNCIL REPORT
	The Care Council did not meet in May.

The next meeting will be on June 3, 2026 at Lee Davis Community Resource Center. 

                                                                     

	INTEGRATED PLAN SECTION V
	Staff, Katie Scussel, presented the draft of Integrated Plan Section V, which covers goals and objectives. Members discussed the activities under Objective 1.1, which involves expanding routine opt-out testing. Alix Winston noted that Evara Health does routine, opt out testing. Katie asked whether there is any way of tracking how many self-test kits that are distributed. Dedra Richardson said that Dionne Nixon would have more information about self-test kits in Pinellas.
Members discussed activities around syringe exchange services. Locally we are already getting data from the Tampa IDEA Exchange through Bernice McCoy, but we do not have similar connections with the Pinellas IDEA Exchange. Katie said that she would work on establishing a contact. 
Members discussed goal 4, which involves responding quickly to outbreaks. Katie said that she is unfamiliar with the processes behind molecular surveillance and outreach activities targeting communities affected by clusters. Dedra suggested contacting Stephen Marlin with the Pinellas County Health Department for more information. Katie said that she also reached out to Andiz Lopez with Hillsborough DOH.
Katie said that she wanted to be able to look at the state’s Integrated Plan to make sure goals aligned but the Florida Comprehensive Planning Network (FCPN) meeting was canceled, and the state has not provided a draft plan for the local areas to review.


	INTEGRATED PLAN SECTION VI
	Katie presented the draft of Section VI, the implementation and monitoring plan. As with the previous plan, P&E will continue to serve as the main committee that monitors plan progress. Katie will present monitoring data to the committee twice per year and will compile a separate report once a year for wider distribution to other groups and community members. As with previous plans, the plan will be treated as a living document that may be adjusted as needed.

After reviewing the fifth and sixth sections, all sections are now complete. A full draft of the plan will be presented to the Care Council at their next meeting in June.


	COMMUNITY INPUT/
ANNOUNCEMENTS
	Nolan asked whether anyone had heard about any additional drugs being cut from the ADAP formulary. Dorinda said she heard rumors that all high cost drugs, including Cabenuva, may be eliminated but that she hadn’t heard anything concrete yet.
Health Services Advisory Committee will be meeting that Thursday, May 21st. Leslie Betts, pharmacy director of the Hillsborough DOH pharmacy, the local LPAP provider, will be attending the meeting and advising the committee on the formulary. She is suggesting that certain over-the-counter items should be added back.
Dedra asked that Katie forward the information for that meeting to Nicole Houston.

	ADJOURNMENT 
	There being no further business to come before the committee, the meeting was adjourned at 1:53 p.m.
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