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WEST CENTRAL FLORIDA RYAN WHITE CARE COUNCIL
HEALTH SERVICES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
THE CHILDREN’S BOARD OF HILLSBOROUGH COUNTY
THURSDAY, JUNE 18, 2026
1:30 P.M. – 3:00 P.M.

MINUTES

	CALL TO ORDER
	The meeting was called to order by Chase Barrs, chair, at 1:37 PM.  


	ATTENDANCE
	Members Present: Chase Barrs, Nicole Kish (virtual), Katie Roders Turner (virtual)

Members Absent:  Brenda Gordon, Lisa Sanders, Peggy Wallace

Guests Present: Edward Braun (virtual), Kevin Williams (virtual)

Recipient Staff Present: Amanda Bruno (virtual), Dorinda Lynn

Lead Agency Staff Present: None

Suncoast Health Council Staff Present:  Katie Scussel, Alexis Rice



	CHANGES TO AGENDA
	None



	ADOPTION OF MINUTES

	Members reviewed the minutes from the March 21, 2026 and April 16, 2026 meetings.
The minutes from March 19, 2026 and April 16, 2026 were approved (M: Nicole Kish, Second: Chase Barrs).

	CARE COUNCIL REPORT
	Katie Scussel reported that the Care Council met on June 3, 2026. 

The next meeting will be on July 1, 2026 at Lee Davis Community Center.

The Part A program received its full award in the amount of approximately $10.9 million, an increase of approximately $329,000 from the previous year. The Ending the HIV Epidemic (EHE) award also increased by approximately $309,000. Reallocations for Part A funding will go before Care Council next month. EHE funding allocations are still being finalized. An update was provided on ADAP. The state legislature passed $75 million during special session to sustain the program. Eligibility will return to 400% of the federal poverty level (FPL). Biktarvy has been added back to the formulary. There will be an annual cap of 21,000 clients, and health insurance premium assistance will no longer be provided. The Lead Agency introduced Alex Winston as the new grants manager. A shared service agreement with Hillsborough County is being developed to allow clients in Polk, Hardy, and Highlands Counties to access medications through the Hillsborough County Health Department pharmacy. For HOPWA, funding for the Tampa area decreased. The City of St. Petersburg received funding comparable to the decrease. The four-county service area will now be divided between the City of Tampa and the City of St. Petersburg. Transition planning is underway. The 2026–2031 Integrated Plan was approved. Bylaw revisions were approved and two associate members were added. Alexis Rice was added as the new Ryan White Health Planner. She introduced herself.

	
	

	PUBLIC POLICY REPORT
	Chase Barrs reported No new updates were reported regarding Ryan White or ADAP beyond the information included in the Care Council report.



	PART A FORMULARY DISCUSSION
	Members discussed adding plain vitamin D back to the Local Pharmacy Assistance Program (LPAP) formulary. At the previous meeting, vitamin D3 with calcium and vitamin D3/K2 were added, but plain vitamin D was inadvertently omitted.
 
Members voted to recommend adding plain vitamin D to the formulary. (M: Nicole Kish, Second: Chase Barrs).

The motion will go to Care Council at the meeting in July for final approval. 



	MEETING FREQUENCY



	Members discussed returning to the committee’s previous schedule of meeting every other month, as program changes have stabilized. 

Members voted to return to bi-monthly meetings. (M: Katie Roders Turner, Second: Chase Barrs).

The next meeting will be held in August 2026.


	COMMUNITY INPUT/ ANNOUNCEMENTS

	Members shared announcements regarding upcoming Pride events and Zero HIV Stigma Day on July 21. Alexis Rice was welcomed. 

	ADJOURNMENT 
	There being no further business to come before the committee, the meeting was adjourned at 1:53 p.m. 
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