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WEST CENTRAL FLORIDA RYAN WHITE CARE COUNCIL
PLANNING AND EVALUATION MEETING
EMPATH HEALTH – ST. PETE
THURSDAY, JULY 9, 2026
9:30 A.M. – 11:00 A.M.

MINUTES

	CALL TO ORDER
	The meeting was called to order by Sheryl Hoolsema, chair at 9:37 p.m.


	ATTENDANCE
	Members Present: Nolan Finn, Sheryl Hoolsema, Allyson Jones, Nicole Kish (virtual), Jeffrey Lluberes, Marylin Merida (virtual)

Members Absent: None

Guests Present: None

Recipient Staff Present: Aubrey Arnold, Amanda Bruno (virtual)

Lead Agency Staff Present: Alix Winston

Suncoast Health Council Staff Present: Alexis Rice, Katie Scussel



	CHANGES TO AGENDA
	There were no changes to the agenda.



	ADOPTION OF MINUTES
	Members voted to approve the minutes from May 18, 2026  (M: Finn, S: Jones).



	CARE COUNCIL REPORT
	Nolan Finn reported that the Care Council met on July 1 at Lee Davis Community Resource Center. E.S. Myles announced upcoming community events recognizing Zero HIV Stigma Day and Southern HIV Awareness Day. Bernice McCoy shared about a new PrEP navigation program in the Tampa General emergency department.

For the Part A report, Aubrey Arnold noted that Governor DeSantis signed the state budget, which included $75 million for the AIDS Drug Assistance Program (ADAP). ADAP has been restored with the exception of health insurance premium assistance. The Integrated Plan was successfully submitted to HRSA last month. Recipient staff continue working to streamline the programmatic and fiscal monitoring process. For the Part B report, Nicole Houston announced that the Lead Agency was working on contract amendments to expand Emergency Financial Assistance (EFA) and insurance services. For the HOPWA report, Anne Cronyn announced that the HOPWA service area was being split and that the City of St. Pete would be administering funds for Pinellas. 

Members voted to approve that Part A Allocations and also voted to add vitamin D back to the Part A formulary. David Cavalleri presented the quarterly performance measures. Staff from the social media team at CAN were present at the meeting to film a video for Care Council recruitment. 

The Care Council will not meet in August. The next meeting will be on September 2, 2026 at Lee Davis Community Resource Center.

                                                                     

	EHE BIANNUAL REPORT
	Amanda Bruno and Aubrey presented the biannual Ending the HIV Epidemic (EHE) report, reviewing care continuum numbers for clients enrolled in EHE-funded programs. She explained that the Recipient's Office had hoped to expand several programs during the current grant year but was unable to do so because resources had to be redirected during the ADAP crisis. Funding originally intended for housing services was instead used to support the Local Pharmacy Assistance Program (LPAP) and health insurance assistance.
Marylin Merida noted that sustainability planning has now become a standard component of HRSA applications. Members discussed the need for increased collaboration and creativity to maintain the current level of care in the face of funding cuts and program restrictions. Marilyn shared that Part D clients will now be able to get gynecology care through USF for free, as an example of a new collaborative partnership formed to help increase sustainability. Nolan suggested beginning conversations with organizations such as the United Way and local community foundations.
Aubrey reported that the EMA has already received approximately $2.7 million for the current grant year and noted that the grant year is already nearly halfway complete.

	MINIMUM STANDARDS OF CARE
	Members reviewed the Minimum Standards of Care (MSOC). Amanda said that she has been reviewing the MSOC and comparing them with HRSA's national monitoring standards, as part of an effort to update the monitoring tool. She noted that some language around HIPAA compliance might be dated and that the committee may need to add language around cyber security and storage of client records online. Members agreed to continue the discussion at the August meeting, after the Recipient’s office has drafted some language. Katie will follow up with Amanda to get a draft updated MSOC.
Members also discussed revisions to the Medical Case Management standard, including clarification of eligibility documentation requirements. 

Sheryl suggested asking Kevin Williams or Lillie Bruton to review the Outpatient Ambulatory Health Services (OAHS) standards, to see if they have any suggestions for updates.


	SERVICE CAPS AND LIMITS
	Members reviewed the Service Caps and Limits, which were last updated in March during the ADAP crisis. Sheryl noted that Oral Health Services was one area where the committee had previously considered decreasing the cap. Members discussed the current annual service cap of $4,000 and whether a lower amount may be appropriate. Aubrey and Amanda will review utilization data before the next meeting. 
Members also discussed the cap on Health Insurance Premiums, which is $700 per month for premiums only, not co-pays. Nolan asked whether eliminating copay assistance was creating a significant burden for clients. Sheryl responded that yes, it can be a burden, but many agencies have identified other funding sources to assist clients and many clients are able to afford relatively small copayments.

	MONITOR IMPACTS FROM ADAP, ACA, AND OTHER PROGRAMS
	Aubrey discussed the proposed constitutional amendment related to property taxes and noted that, while public safety and education funding are expected to be protected, reductions to other government funding streams could affect social service programs. Katie asked whether the Hillsborough County Health Care Plan (HCHCP) could be affected. Aubrey responded that the program is currently funded through the local sales tax but acknowledged that future impacts are possible.
Nolan shared that he had heard Affordable Care Act marketplace plans could see significant premium increases next year. Members briefly discussed potential impacts on Ryan White clients and other assistance programs as open enrollment approaches.


	COMMUNITY INPUT/
ANNOUNCEMENTS
	Allyson Jones shared that July is Disability Pride month, commemorating the passing of the Americans with Disabilities Act over thirty years ago.


	ADJOURNMENT 
	There being no further business to come before the committee, the meeting was adjourned at 11:00 a.m.
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