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WEST CENTRAL FLORIDA RYAN WHITE CARE COUNCIL
RESOURCE PRIORITIZATION AND ALLOCATION 
RECOMMENDATIONS COMMITTEE (RPARC)
EMPATH HEALTH, ST. PETE
THURSDAY, JULY 9, 2026
11:00 A.M. – 12:30 P.M.

MINUTES 
	CALL TO ORDER
	The meeting was called to order by Nolan Finn, Chair, at 11:05 a.m. 

	ATTENDANCE
	Members Present:  Lillie Bruton (virtual), Nolan Finn, Nicole Kish (virtual), Marylin Merida (virtual),  Kevin Williams 
Members Absent: John Acevedo, Angela Kellogg, Bernice McCoy, Joy Winheim
Guests Present: Sheryl Hoolsema, Susan Skinner (virtual)
Recipient Staff Present: Aubrey Arnold
Lead Agency Staff Present: Alix Winston
Suncoast Health Council Staff Present: Alexis Rice, Katie Scussel


	CHANGES TO AGENDA
	
There were no changes.


	ADOPTION OF MINUTES
	Members voted to approve the minutes from June 11, 2026 (M: Williams, S: Bruton).



	CARE COUNCIL REPORT
	Kevin Williams reported that the Care Council met on July 1 at Lee Davis Community Resource Center. Action items included the approval of Part A Allocations and the addition of vitamin D back to the Part A formulary. Members also reviewed the 2026-2027 Care Council Work Plan and Work Product Schedule. 
For the Part A report, Aubrey Arnold noted that Governor DeSantis signed the state budget, which included $75 million for the AIDS Drug Assistance Program (ADAP). ADAP has been restored with the exception of health insurance premium assistance. The Integrated Plan was successfully submitted to HRSA last month. Recipient staff continue working to streamline the programmatic and fiscal monitoring process. For the Part B report, Nicole Houston announced that the Lead Agency was working on contract amendments to expand Emergency Financial Assistance (EFA) and insurance services. For the HOPWA report, Anne Cronyn announced that the HOPWA service area was being split and that the City of St. Pete would be administering funds for Pinellas. 
David Cavalleri presented the quarterly performance measures. CAREWare migration issues continue to affect the accuracy of the data. Health Services Advisory Committee has returned to an every other month schedule. The Part D award for the next fiscal year is expected to be a little over $1 million, which is a reduction of about 14-15%. 
The Care Council will not meet in August. The next meeting will be on September 2, 2026 at Lee Davis Community Resource Center. 


	PART A RECIPIENT UPDATE
	Aubrey Arnold reported that all allocations and reallocations were approved by the Care Council at the last meeting on July 1. Hillsborough County staff are working diligently to get all contract modifications completed and on the agenda for the Board of County Commissioners meeting on August 5. The BOCC only had one scheduled meeting in July. Monitoring will be kicking off soon. There is a provider meeting on June 26 and another is being planned for the end of September.


	PART B LEAD AGENCY UPDATE
	Alix Winston reported that the Lead Agency is currently wrapping up the state fiscal year and completing contract modifications. Alix has not yet received June invoices but spending looks to be on track with about 8% of the budget remaining. For federal funds, 14% of the budget remains but Alix noted that funds will roll over to the next year. 

Alix said that she expects to be able to share updated expenditure reports at the next meeting in August.

	AAM METHODOLOGY
	Katie Scussel presented the methodology for the Assessment of the Administrative Mechanism (AAM) for fiscal year 2025-2026, reviewing the assessment process and timeline. Aubrey noted that the process should be simplified this year as the Recipient’s office is no longer working with a third-party administrator (Zenith). The methodology PowerPoint included a chart showing the different responsibilities of the Care Council and the Recipient. Aubrey commented that he liked the chart and suggested adding it to the member orientation materials. 

Members reviewed the Care Council and provider surveys. No changes were recommended to the provider survey. Nolan suggested adding a question related to the impact of ADAP on providers and clients. 

The AAM is expected to be presented to RPARC in November.


	COMMUNITY INPUT/ ANNOUNCEMENTS 
	Katie announced that Planning and Evaluation was in the process of updating the Minimum Standards of Care and asked that Kevin Williams and Lillie Bruton review the standards for Outpatient Ambulatory Health Services to see if any updates are needed.

	
ADJOURNMENT 
	[bookmark: _Int_emkULGdW]There being no further business to come before the committee, the meeting was adjourned at 11:42 p.m.
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