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WEST CENTRAL FLORIDA RYAN WHITE CARE COUNCIL
RESOURCE PRIORITIZATION AND ALLOCATION 
RECOMMENDATIONS COMMITTEE (RPARC)
EMPATH HEALTH, ST. PETE
THURSDAY, AUGUST 13, 2026
11:00 A.M. – 12:30 P.M.

MINUTES 
	CALL TO ORDER
	The meeting was called to order by Kevin Williams, Co-Chair, at 11:03 a.m. 

	ATTENDANCE
	Members Present:  Lillie Bruton (virtual), Marylin Merida (virtual), Kevin Williams, Joy Winheim (virtual)
Members Absent: John Acevedo, Nolan Finn, Nicole Kish, Bernice McCoy
Guests Present: None
Recipient Staff Present: Dorinda Lynn
Lead Agency Staff Present: Alix Winston
Suncoast Health Council Staff Present: Katie Scussel


	CHANGES TO AGENDA
	
There were no changes.


	ADOPTION OF MINUTES
	Members voted to approve the minutes from July 9, 2026 (M: Bruton, S: Winheim).



	CARE COUNCIL REPORT
	The Care Council did not meet in August. The next meeting will be on September 2, 2026 at Lee Davis Community Resource Center. 


	PART A RECIPIENT UPDATE
	Dorinda Lynn presented the Part A expenditure report for fiscal year 2026-2027. The program is at an overall encumbrance rate of 41%, which is close to what is expected. Most services are on track with funding. There have been some issues with spending in Outpatient Ambulatory Health Services (OAHS) in Pasco and Hernando. Dorinda said that she was not sure if clients are traveling to another county to get care. The Recipient’s office will probably look at reallocating funds within the next month or so. Dorinda also said that the committee will need to make a decision about Housing Services, whether to keep the allocation at the reduced amount next year and keep that money in health insurance premiums.

Kevin asked Dorinda if she foresees any radical reallocations by the end of the year. Dorinda answered no, that likely the only reallocations will be OAHS in Hernando. Marylin Merida noted that spending in Medical Case Management and Mental Health is on track and said that it would be interesting to look at viral suppression data. 

Dorinda shared that the Tampa-St. Petersburg Eligible Metropolitan Area (EMA) was one of only seven EMAs across the country that got a larger than normal funding increase because money is being spent effectively. 

Dorinda asked whether providers are seeing clients have issues now that the insurance program no longer covers co-pays. Kevin said that he does see clients struggling and said it was maybe something the committee should look into. 


	PART B LEAD AGENCY UPDATE
	Alix Winston presented the final fiscal year 2025-2026 expenditure reports for Part B federal and state funds. Alix said that she is learning that some providers will bill to Part A at the beginning of the year and then switch to Part B towards the end, so it is hard to get a sense of where spending is till the end of the year. A contract amendment was just executed yesterday to provide new funding for Mental Health and Emergency Financial Assistance (EFA) for FY 2026-2027. Alix noted that the Lead Agency may be doing a Request for Proposals (RFP) in the fall. There are additional rollover funds they just got approval to get back out into the community. Alix estimated the amount at under $100,000. Alix also noted that the Lead Agency is still working to establish an agreement with the Hillsborough County Health Department to provide medications for the outlying counties. 

Kevin asked who would be eligible for the rollover funds in the possible upcoming RFP. Alix said she is not sure yet, that she had just gotten through the first step of getting approval to get this funding out into the community. 


	COMMUNITY INPUT/ ANNOUNCEMENTS 
	Kevin announced that this past week marked the first week of a pilot program for internal medicine students at Tampa Care Clinic to receive training in HIV care. Students will be getting exposure to the clinic as well as alternative settings, such as Francis House. The clinic has nurse practitioner students rolling in as well. Marylin gave kudos to Kevin and the team at Tampa Care Clinic for investing in the education of the next generation of care providers.

	
ADJOURNMENT 
	[bookmark: _Int_emkULGdW]There being no further business to come before the committee, the meeting was adjourned at 11:35 p.m.
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